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CHARLES Clarke, Noel
Edmonds and Elizabeth Taylor are
not three names usually heard in
the same sentence – let alone
expected to attend the same event.

But they could all be watching
a play, hearing a lecture on archi-
tecture or trying their hand at the
tombola together to mark the cen-
tenary of Hampstead Garden
Suburb next year.

The stars are just three of the 40
well-known personalities who are
being approached to become
patrons of the area to mark its
100th year.

All of those approached have a
link to the Suburb – either through
school or from living there.

David Littaur, chairman of the
Hampstead Garden Suburb
Residents Association’s events
committee, said: “The centenary
is a very big event and 100 years
is terribly important. I think any-
one who has any connection with
the Suburb would want to be asso-
ciated with it as it is a once in a
lifetime event.

“Henrietta Barnett did a won-
derful thing by setting up the sub-
urb. It attracts creative people as it
looks lovely and has lots of green
spaces. The architecture is great
and it is in close proximity to
London even though it is like
being in the country.”

The hitlist of the great and
good spans the history of the area
and charts the changing social
mix of the now exclusive ward.

Poorer artists appear alongside
some of the first well-known
names in the suburb and modern
additions include wealthy TV per-
sonalities such as Jonathan Ross
and Richard and Judy.

Mr Littaur said: “Henrietta
Barnett had the idea to set up
houses for artisans in the suburb
when she first established it.

“The houses are beautiful still
but I don’t think artisans could
afford them now.”

Despite the changing social
structure residents say the cente-
nary is a time for all to come
together.

David Lewis, chairman of the
Residents Association, said:
“Hampstead Garden Suburb has
changed in many ways since the
original co-operative housing
scheme to build homes for all
classes was introduced 99 years

ago. However I am pleased to see
that the artisans of today – for
example website designers and
sales executives – are now taking
the place of the skilled workmen
and clerks of yesteryear.”

The Suburb centenary falls on
May 2, 2007. Events will take
place throughout the year includ-
ing a fete, a royal visit, a series of
history and architectural talks as
well as plays and exhibitions.

katie.davies@hamhigh.co.uk

H&H SERIES MAY 5 2006
www.hamhigh.co.uk NEWS 5

Stars lined up for a
Suburb spectacular
100th birthday party to celebrate Henrietta Barnett’s brainchild

BARNET Council has waged
war on phone masts after refus-
ing permission for two and forc-
ing another to withdraw.

An application for three
antennae on Holy Trinity
Church near the Suburb and
another in East Finchley were
refused last Thursday.

And phone company Orange
has withdrawn its plans for a
mast on Ossulton Way in the
Suburb in the face of a 700 sig-
nature petition.

Councillor for Hampstead
Garden Suburb John Marshall
sits on the planning committee.
He cannot hear meetings for
Vodaphone masts as he is a
shareholder in the company –
but is opposed to masts in resi-
dential areas.

He said: “Over the years we
have tried to work within gov-
ernment guidelines to benefit
residents but they are very strict
so it means we can’t use health
issues as a reason for refusal.

“We occasionally lose them
on appeal but the council has
been very positive in reacting to
residents’ concerns.”

Avril Hollings opposed the
Holy Trinity Church mast
because it is close to Brooklands
School in the Suburb where she
sends her children.

She said: “I am relieved – it is
brilliant news. I am really
delighted. It vindicates the
actions of so many hundreds of
people who signed petitions and
wrote letters. It is so encourag-
ing that democracy works and
local people get a hearing and
are responded to in Barnet.”

SUBURB CENTENARY

FACTFILE
❏ Hampstead Garden Suburb was founded in May 1907 by
Dame Henrietta Barnett who also started Henrietta Barnett
School in 1911.
❏ It was designed by architects Raymond Unwin and Sir Edwin
Lutyens and later expanded.
❏ The aim was to provide the industrial classes the
opportunity to rent a cottage with a garden within a 2d (1p)
fare of Central London and the rent ranged from 6s (30p) to
15s (75p) a week.
❏ Larger sites around the Heath were let to wealthy people
thus subsidising the rents of the smaller houses.
❏ Dame Henrietta died at her home, Heath End House in
Spaniards Road, in 1936 – 12 years after becoming Dame.
❏ The average house price in the Suburb for the last year has
been around £900,000.

Victory for
protesters
fighting
antennae

SIGNED photos of Kylie
Minogue, Wayne Rooney and
John Travolta are going under
the hammer to raise money for
the Post Adoption Centre in
Kentish Town.

The appeal to raise £325,000
so the charity can buy the lease
on its premises in Torriano
Mews is being spearheaded by
Channel 4 News anchorman
and Torriano resident Jon
Snow.

He said: “Post Adoption

Centre (PAC) is a highly innova-
tive organisation and has been a
leader in its field since its incep-
tion. Many adoptive families
come to PAC on the verge of
breaking point. Without their
help many of these placements
would have broken down and
the children returned to the
care system.”

The auction will be held at
the Institute of Directors in Pall
Mall on Wednesday night. The
following day PAC will cele-
brate its 20th anniversary with
an international conference at
the same venue. Speakers will
include Professor David
Brodzinsky from Rutgers
University, New Jersey.

PAC runs a daily telephone
helpline providing advice, sup-
port and information to anyone
involved in adoption. Its num-
ber is 0870 777 2197 (national
rate) or 020-7284 0555 (local
calls).

To find out more go to
w w w. p o s t a d o p t i o n c e n t re .
org.uk.

Rooney goes under hammer

Recently refurbished to luxury hotel
standards, Spring Lane represents the
finest of residential care homes for older
people and is one of the best-appointed
homes in North London.

Part of the independent and family-owned Springdene Group,
Spring Lane has spacious en-suite bedrooms, extensive lounges
and top quality furnishings and fittings.

Offering a wide range of activities, a first-class menu and 24-hour
personal care in a friendly environment, Spring Lane is now
welcoming new residents.

Spring Lane -
the very best in
residential care,

now in Muswell Hill

NOW OPEN
☎020 8446 2117

www.springdene.co.uk

170 Fortis Green, Muswell Hill, London N10 3PA

Spring Lane
Part of the Springdene Group with homes in

Hampstead, Enfield, Muswell Hill and Whetstone

Because life is for living

DIVORCE IN THE
BEST POSSIBLE WAY
If reconciliation is no longer a viable
option, TMP Mediation can help you
divorce in the best way possible for

your children and your future.

Practical and Effective Help for
Improving Relationships - Saving
Marriages - Responsible Divorce

Contact us to find out more

Tel 020 7916 7917
www.themediationpartnership.com

Austrian Bedding Co.
For the most luxurious pillows & duvets

at very competitve prices.
We stock all standard sizes, special sizes

can be made to order.
Large selection of elegant cotton jaquerd

bed linen to choose from.
We also offer a cleaning, recovering & topping up

service for duvets & pillows, same-day service
is available by appointment

Tel & Fax: 020 7372 3121
205 Belsize Road,

West Hampstead, London NW6 4AA

THE DUVET SPECIALISTS


